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them so very young. Bareheaded, he talked to them; and it was one of the most inspired utterances I ever heard him make. He appealed to what was noble and heroic in their natures. He emphasized the opportunity for service for each of them, no matter how lowly his station. He urged them to use their brains to discover a means to end this awful conflict and promised them his ear at all times. It came from his heart, and I think it went to theirs. The response, when he had finished, was of a quality different from ordinary applause. In all there was something very solemn about that day.
About this time Mr. Edward N. Hurley, Chairman of the Shipping Board, asked me if I would rename the eighty-eight German ships in our ports which the Government had taken over. I requested a list of the original names and the tonnage of each vessel. I was in the study, where my husband was working under the old green-shaded lamp, when the list came. When I saw the tonnage of the Vaterland I exclaimed, and read it aloud. He looked up: "Well, that one is easy, for it would have to be the Leviathan." He also named the smallest one, which became the Minnow. The original names of the President Lincoln, President Grant, George Washington and Amerika were retained, with the "k" changed to "c" in the last.
That left eighty-two to work on. The task did not seem so hard. But when I found that five Lloyd's registers must be consulted to avoid duplications, I ran into complications, never dreaming that there were so many ships in the world. I started to use the names of American cities, rivers, lakes, mountains and so on, and was surprised to find that most of them had been previously used. So I returned to the Indian names, which had really been my first idea, but discarded because most of them were long and hard to spell. There seemed, however, no recourse. This, rather than the fact that I myself am of Indian descent, explains the use of Indian names.
With the first eighty-eight out of the way Mr. Hurley asked